THE PROCESS OF DISINTEGRATION
was no more fir than any other element in their hereditary culture
to hold its own against the overwhelmingly superior civilization
of their European White masters. This is a partial explanation
of the difference in the sequel; but, in order to explain it com-
pletely, the cultural difference between the two sets of masters,
as well as that between the two sets of slaves, has to be taken into
consideration.
We have already observed1 that the Oriental slaves in Roman
Italy had actually nowhere to look, outside their own native
religious heritage, for the religious consolation for which they were
athirst, since their Roman masters were living in a spiritual
vacuum; and even if the Hellenic dominant minority had not
already lost faith in the impersonal Italic numina and the barbaric
Achaean Pantheon, these crude primitive worships which had
been repudiated long since by the Hellenic philosophers would
scarcely have been embraced by the Oriental worshippers of
Cybele and Isis and Mithras and Christ. In fact, in the Hellenic
case the pearl of great price was to be found in the religious
heritage of the slaves and not in that of their masters, while in our
Western case the spiritual treasure, as well as all the worldly
wealth and power, has lain in the hands of the slave-driving
dominant minority.
It is one thing, however, to possess a spiritual treasure, and quite
another thing to impart it; and, the more we think over it, the more
astonishing we shall find it to be that these Christian slave-owners'
hands should have been able to transmit to their primitive pagan
victims the spiritual bread which they had done their worst to
desecrate by the sacrilegious act of enslaving their fellow men.
How could a slave-driver evangelist ever touch the heart of the
slave whom he had morally alienated by doing him a grievous
personal wrong? And why was the religion which he brazenly
preached to his slave-victims not utterly discredited, in the slave-
catechumen's eyes, by the glaring contrast between the precept
and the practice of the master-preacher ? This Christian religion
which has been repudiated in act and deed by the American slave-
owner, as well as by the French philosopher in thought and word,
must be animated by an invincible spiritual power if it can still
win converts under such conditions. It must still be keeping alive,
with a life that is all its own, after the dominant minority in a ci-
devant Western Christendom has presumed to slough its ancestral
Christianity off as though a religious integument were as easily
shed as the winter skin of a snake in spring-time. And since
Religion has no dwelling-place on Earth except in human souls, it
* In II, D (vi), vol. ii, pp. 3ifi~i6, above.